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The Post-War Trade Regime ς  
a Focus on Tariffs 

 



But Non-tariff Barriers have grown in their stead 

 

 

Technical Barriers to Trade notified to the WTO 



Negotiations have moved Beyond the Border 



Χōǳǘ aǳƭǘƛƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ aƻǊŜ 9ƭǳǎƛǾŜ 



ΧŀƴŘ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǊƛǎŜ 



Increasingly, countries look to go further, faster with 
friends in the neigbourhood 



In All Regions, at all Levels of Development 

FTAs Notified to the GATT/WTO 
       (by year in force) 



¢ƘŜ ŀŘǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ±ŀƭǳŜ /ƘŀƛƴǎΧ 



ΧwŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ and Global Supply /ƘŀƛƴǎΧ 

Total 

$179 

Korea: $23  

(13%) 

Germany: $30  

(17%) 

Others: 

$48 (27%) 

Value of Components and Labour of an iPod  
Assembled in China 

Total 

$179 

Japan: $61  

(34%) 

Korea: $23  

(13%) 

Others: $48  

(27%) 

Germany: $30  

(17%) 

China: $7  

(3.6%) 
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ΧŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ of Trade Have Accelerated the 
Trend 
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LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎ 
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Initial destinations 

of Asiaôs exports 

Asia 

45.5% 

Elsewhere 

55.5% 

Final 

destinations of 

Asiaôs exports 

Initial destinations 

and uses of Asiaôs 

exports 

Asia final demand 

13.3% 

Elsewhere final demand 

26.0% 

Inputs for further production 

32.2% 

Inputs to further production 

28.5% 

More than half of 

Asiaôs exports go 

directly to the rest of 

the world 

But exports within 

Asia are often inputs 

for further production 

Ultimately, almost ¾ 

of Asia exports are 

destined for non-

Asian markets 

Asia final demand 

28.9% 
Non-Asia final demand 

71.1% 
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An ASEAN View 


